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in the old African Calendar on the i9th of June, on which day it was
observed over all the West; and with great solemnity at Milan and in
many dioceses and parish churches of which these martyrs are the titular
saints, St Ambrose observes that the Arians at Milan, by denying the
miracles of these martyrs, showed they had a different faith from that of
the martyrs, otherwise they would not have been jealous of their miracles;
but this faith, as he says, is confirmed by the tradition of our ancestors,
which the devils are forced to confess, but which the heretics deny.

The following feasts are celebrated on June 19 :

Sx BONIFACE, Archbishop and aiartyr, apostle of Russia: ST DIE or DEODATUS, Bishop
of Nevers, who, dreading the charge of others, lived in a little cell: ST GERVASIUS and ST
PROTASIUS, martyrs: ST JULIANA FALCONIERI, who received the veil at the hands of St Philip
Beniti in her sixteenth year, practised incredible austerities, and served the sick in the hospital
with humility until her death at the age of seventy: and BLESSED SEBASTIAN
martyr.

JUNE 20

ST SILVERIUS, POPE, MARTYR
(A.D. 538)

[From Liberatus in Breviar. c. 22, Cone. t. v. p. 775 ; Marcellinus in Chron, ad ana, 536; Anas-
tasius in Pontif. Cone. t. v.; Papebroke, t. iv. Junij, p. 13; and Muratori's Annals of Italy.]

SILVERIUS was son of Pope Hormisdas, who had been engaged in wedlock
before he entered the ministry. Upon the death of St Agapetus, after a
vacancy of forty-seven days, Silverius being then sub-deacon, was chosen
pope, and ordained on the 8th of June 536, Theodatus the Goth being
King of Italy. Theodoric had bequeathed that kingdom to his grandson
Athalaric, under the tuition of his mother Amalasunta, a most wise and
learned princess. Athalaric died in 534, after a reign of eight years, when
Amalasunta called Theodatus, a nephew of her father Theodoric by a
sister, to the throne; but the ungrateful king, jealous of his power, caused
her to be confined in an island in the lake of Bolsena, and there strangled
in a bath before the end of the same year 534. The shocking barbarity
of this action encouraged the Emperor Justinian to attempt the reduction
of Italy. Belisarius, his general, had been successful in all his wars against
rebels at home, the Persians in the East, and Gelimer the Vandal in Africa,
whom he had brought prisoner to Constantinople in 534; by which victory
he extinguished the puissant kingdom of the Vandals and reunited Africa
to the empire, after it had been separated above one hundred years. By the
emperor's order in 535, being then consul, he marched with his victorious
army against Italy. He that year made himself master of Sicily, and, passing
thence into Italy in 536, took Naples. Upon which the Goths deposed
Theodatus and raised Vitiges, an experienced officer, to the throne* The
senate and people of Rome, at the persuasion of Pope Silverius, opened
the city to the imperialists, who entered by the Asinarian gate* whilst the